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WHO, THROUGH 


the whole l{rael of God, 
follow Abſalom with 


a ſimple heart. 
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x = acertaine ſacred tyran- 
ny that miſerably abuſes you, and fo cun- 
wingly begniles you that yee chooſe rather 
toerre, and periſh. God hath given you 
reaſon, and above that, faith, doe not 
fo farre wrong your ſelves as tobe made. _ 
the meere ſlaves of anothers will, and to 2 
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J/ ſofa] way, to bee Sill f ” W | 
« Lay afude for a while all preu- 
ice, - * ſuperſtitious de-raking ; - and 

ec _ /ider ſeriouſly theſe few wards, which 

z | ji "fe Acere elove to your ſoules, and hearty = 
2 ambition of your ſabvation hath com-. 
manded me (as before the awfulltribu- 
nall of eA lmighty God') to tender unto. 
you. Worker: I'/a 2 bee not t fo cleare and 
manifeſt to every ingenuous judgement,” 
that it ſhall not need: to. borrow further 
light from abroad, condemne this worth- 
leſſe [croll, and in your ſevere doome, , ptt- 
niſh the eAuthor with the loſe. of an 
houres labour, But if it ſhall carry ſufe 
ficient evidencein itſelfe ; and ſhall bee 
found ſo reaſonable, as that to any y free 
minde it ſhall not pexſwade,but command 
aſſent ; Give way (far Gods ſake, and 
for your foules ſake) to that powerfull 
int ws oe _ TOR 20 Mam = 
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S heaven upon yu; and at laſt acknow- 
'* «ledge (beſides a world of foule errours) 
themiſerable inſalence, . and cruelty of 
thatonce famous and renawned Church, 
.which (to uſe Gerſons word) will needs 
make Faith of Opinian ;-.and too impo- 
tently favouring ber owne paſſtons,. bath 
not ceaſed to perſecute with fire and ſword 
the deare and holy feryants of God; and 
at laſt (notwithſtanding all the vaine 
thunderbolts of a proud and lawleſſe fu- 
ry) make much of thoſe your truly-(jhri- 
 flian, and religious brethren,who accor- 
ding ts the juſt liberty of faithfull men, 
refuſe and deteſt thoſe falſe and upſtart 
points of a new deviſed faith. 

But if any of yonCwhich God forbid) 
hand ftill rather to bee deceived, and-dote 
upon his received errors, and(as angry 
curres are wont )ſhall barke and bay at ſo- 

_ cleare a light of trnth : my ſoule ſhall 
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in ſilence and ſorrow pitty that man in 
vaine_. 1 wi, wee have had diſputing 
enongh, if not too much. eAway, from 
henceforth, with all theſe paper-brab- 
lings : God from heaven ſhall ſtint theſe 
 ſerifes, wonder O Catboltkes, and yee, 


whom it concernes, repent, 
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 propoliti itions-Which a devout Sonne of - 


the Church humbly offers to the ferious 


confideration of al; ingenuons Chriſtians 
whereſocver diſperſed all the world over, 


I 
Yo2 2x $ Uery true Chriſtian is itz" 
8) that very regard properly 
Prana of ſalvation, and 
bt” Y (for matter offaith)gocs on: 
© in inthe ready way to heaven. - 


an J. 


' Whoſbever being duely admitted i into the- 
Church ot God, by lawfull Baptiſme, belec- | 
veth and maincaineth all the maine ane ellen- : 
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— Theſumme M the Chriſtian faith arethoſe 
"inclphts of Chriſtian Religion, and funda- 
mentall grounds and points of faith ; which 
areundoubtedly contained, and laid downe 
inthe Canonicall Scriptures, whether in ex- 
preſſetermes, or by neceſſary, conſequence; 
and inthe Ancient Creeds univerſally recei- 
ved, and allowed by. the whole Church of 
God. 
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- There cannot «bs now Aa dayes any new 
Rule of faith. Et 


w 4 , 
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As there cannot bee any new. Rule of 
Faith fo there cannot now be any new Faith , 
It is not therefore in the power of any cre. 
ture under heayen:to make any point to. bee 
of faich which before was not ſo, or tocaule 
y point: notto bee ot faith, woliah former: 
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Hee cannot be an heretick, who doth not 
obſtinately deny ſomething, which is truly a 
point of faith ; or hold ſome point contrary | 
to the foreſaid Articles of Chriſtian faith, © 
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There are,and may be many Theologicall 
Points, which are wont to. bee beleeved, and 
maintained, and ſo may lawfully bee, of this 
or that particular Church, orthe doors ther- 
of, or their followers, as godly doctrines,and 
probable truthes, beſides.thole other eflenti- 
all and maine matters of faith, without any 
prejudice atall of the common peace of the 
Church, ; 


Howſoever it may be lawtull tor learned 
men, and particular Churches to beleeve and 
maintaine thoſe probable, or (as they may 
thinke) certaine points of Theolegicall veri- 
BE ties, 
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ties, yetitis not lawfull for them to impoſe, 


 munion; and, if many-ſuch be met together | 


true.vilible Church of Chriſt, 


and obtrude the ſaid. doctrines upon any 

Church, orperſon, to be beleeved, and held, 
as upon the neceflity of ſalvation; -or to ana- 
thematize, or eject out of the Church any per- 
ſon, or company of :men that thinkes other« 
wile... 


9. FOR 
Notwithftandingany ſuch un J uſt Anathe-- 


ma denounced againſt any ſuch perſon , or 
Church., whoſoever holds thoſe principles 
and efſentiall points: of Chriſtian fairh,how- 
everhe been place: farre- remote: from all the 
viſible Churches of Chriſt, and either know 
not, or receive. not-thoſe other poſitions of- 
Theologicall determination, is throughly ca- 
pable (in ſuch condition) of Chriſtian com- 


undera lawfull Paſtor,there cannot bee deni- - 
ed unto them both the truth, and title ofa | 


The Church of Romeis only, and at the 
beſt ,a.particular Church. 


* 
I'i. 


All Chriſtian Churches are no other then 

{iſters,and daughters of that greatand univers 

fall mother, which furniſheth both heaven 
andearth; ofcquall priviledge in reſpect of 

_ God, and his faith , ſave onely that each one 
is ſomuch more honorable, as it is morepure 
and holy, It is not therfore lawyful for any one 
of them, in regard ofthe bulineſles of faith, 
to take upon her ſelfe the power, and com» 
mand overany other ; or to preſcribeunto a- 
ny of them what they muſt neceflarily be- 
leeve upon paine of damnation. 
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 Iperceive "Thoſe iſſues of controverſie in regard 
LV ; : 
ſome rex- Whereof, the Reformed Catholikes arewont 


ders ha : 
ankeely tO be condemned, and anathernatized by the - 


and un-. 


nd un Romane Church, are farre from principles of 
_ bled at Chriſtian faith, neither are-any other, then 


yl this pro- ; : | : 
{\| poſition, their owne Theological politions,, and the- 
1/8 as if | had 


Hl keen inſtitutions , . and*deviſes of that: particular 
ſt | : thedFe. Church. Ma he M 


ih rences 
| l berwixt us and the Romane .Church; from which I am fo farre, as that I have 

( ever profcfſed-to hold them: to bee, on their parts, no lefle then damnable 
Al errors; and ſuch, as by conſequence doe raze the foundation. If theſe words. 

l have ſeemed ta ſound otherwiſe; itis nothing butthereaders inconliderate mi. 
as ſtaking; who ifhce pleaſe to bend his ſecond, and more ſcrious thovghts upon - 
('! the place will eaſily ſee, that my intentions herein only to ſhew how uniuſtly - 
the Church of Reme doth charge us withherelie, indenying their dofrines;for 
it aſmuch, asthoſe poſitions of theirs, which wee are condemned for refuling, arc 
WP farre from being principles of faith, but are things of their owne deviſing, and - 
impoſing. For example, they condemne us for reiefting the dottine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation; and refuling to hold that the ſubſtance of the bread is (by the - 
[11 force of the words)-rruly and really turned intothe very fleſh, blood and bone 
Wl ef Chriſt : ' Now, Ifay, this their. dorine. of Tranſubſtantiarion is farre from 
1 being any principle of faith; bur only a point of their owne divinity ; deviſed 
and maintaincd by themſelves. They condemne us for refufing to pray to Saints, 
or to worſhip images ; I ſay, that this doQtrine, that Saints ought to: bee invo- 
ked, or Images worſhipped, isfarre from being a principle of faith ; but onely 
one of their owne Theolegicall poſitions, deviſed and impoſed by themſelves. 
The like may bee,and muſt bee faid of all other cheir points; obtraded on the 
Church ; Whercin I hope no wiſe Reformed Cathslike will thinke hee hath | 
reaſon Sen: bom meec,or to miſdoubt my propoſition. 
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The Reformed Catholikes have not offe- 
red to bring in any new opinion-or do&trine 
intothe Church, but only labour and indea- 
vour to procure ſome late and ſuperfluous ad- 
ditions to thefaith, to beecaſhiered and reje- 
Red. ; 

1 4 


Vainly therefore,and unjuſtly isit required 
of them, that they ſhould ſhew the ſucceſſi- 
on of their Religion and Church (as raiſed 
upon aquite other foundation) to be derived 
from the Apoſtolike times tothe preſent, {tnce - 
all that they profeſle is a defire to purgethe ve- 
ry ſame Church of God from certaine nevv ' 
errors, and ſuperſtitious rites wherewith-.itis - 
miſerably defiled. 
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Out of all which premiſſes it neceſſarily - 
followeth, that the Romane Church, which + | 
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__up6 theſe grounds, ſticketh not to excludetrue 
Chriſtians (differing from them in matter of + 
ſach dodrines)from the Church of God,and 
etcrnall ſalvation, isjuſtly guilty of great inſo- 
lencie, and horrible breach both of charity, 
and peace, And .thatthe Reformed, notwith- 
ſtanding this raſh and unjuſt cenſure of theirs 
(for as much as they doe inviolably hold all 
the points of the truly ancient, -and Chriſtian 
faith, ) doe juſtly claime unto themſelves a 
.moſttrue and perfe& intereſt in the commu- 
nion ofall Chriſtian Churches, and eternall 
ſalvation. ; 
16. 


| Thereis no lefle danger in adding tothe 
Articles of Chriſtian faith , then in dimini- 
| ſhingthem, or detrating from them. 


17, 
Thoſe points whichthe Romane Church 
is wont to adde, and forceably to put upon 
all Catholiks{as well the Reformed, as thoſe 
whom they terme their ovyne) arcſuch as are 
' grounded on her owne mecre authority. 
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The Reformed Catholikes doe juſtly com- 
plaine,and prove that thoſe points which the 
Romane Chutch impo!eth,and urgeth as the | 
meet additions both to Faith, and Divine 
worſhip,are-neither ſafe,nor agreeable to the 
holy word of God; -- and pleaditto be utter- 
ly unjuſt that thoſe acceſſory. points, of their 
deviting, or determining, wherein every 
Church ſhould beleft free, and at her due 1t- 
berty, ſhould bee imperiouſly thruft upon 
them, notwithſtanding their vehement, and- 
juſt reſiſtance.” — 


I9, 


It argues a palpable felfe-love in the Ro- - | 
mane Church, and muſt needs, art the laſt, 
draw downe a grieyous judgement from 
God upon her, thatthisparticular Church, - 

| Willneeds make: her ſelfe uncapable ofany 1] 
| better condition; in that ſhee vainly bragges - | 
that ſhee cannot erre; and fearefully accur- 
Toon TT 
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, and ſends doyyneto hell, all thoſe that 
eleaſt indeavour of the meanes 


© _'profer-hert 
er remedy, and redrefſe, - 


7 | nall theſe grounds ftits plat ] 'that the 
| | Reformed. atholikes are ina ſafe eſtate, and- 


. .thatcontrarily theRomane arcin a miſerable 
By | their defaulc 'y that the 
-»,  Churchof God is not reduced! te an: happy 
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ting in all things. 
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and the Lord give you under- 


